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PNoaT707?
Form 10-306
(Oct. I972) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES
(Type all entfies - complete oppliaable sections)

€ T ATE:

California
COUN TYI

Mariposa

ENTRY DATE

Yosemite Valley Chapel
AND/OR HISTORICs

STREET AND NUMBERI

Yesente+:fa+I"ey C-+!;'$, tt1 o
CITY oR TOWNI

Yosemite National- Park
CONCRESsIONAL DISTRIC T:

Second
STATEI

Callfornia
COUN TY !

MarLposa

CATEGORY
(Chack On6)

OWN E RSHI P STATUS
ACCESSI BLE

TO THE PUBLIC

T-lDistrici lE.Building

f] Sttc I Strucfurc

I Obicct

Fl Public

l-l Privorc

fl Both

Public Acquisitionr

I In Proecrs

f] Bcing Considcrcd

[l Occupicd

fl Unoccupicd

I Prcscrvotionwork

in progrcss

PRESENT UsE fch.ck One ot Moro as Apptoprtato)

l--l Agriculturol I Govommcnt f] Pork f] Tfoneportqlion fl Commcnts

l--l Commerciol f-.l Indurlriol l--i Privotc Rcsidcncc I O*cr (Spcctty)

l--l Educorloncl il Milirory l-Xl Rcligious

f-l Eni.ttoinmrni F-l Muscum f*l Scicntific

National Park Senrice
REGIoNAL HEADQUAR TE F.sI (I T apPl'cable) STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWNI

Yosenite NationaL Park
STATEi

CalifornLa

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETCi

Box 577
STREET AND NUMBERs

CITY OFI TOWN: gTA TEI

Ilistoric Buildings Inventory, MS
DATE OF SURVEYT l-Xl Fqdcrol f] Srotc tl
DEFOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECoRDSI

Yosemite NationaL Park
STREET AND NUMEER:

CITY OR TOWNT STATET

California



CONDITION

(Chaek Ona)

f$Excallcnt fl Good fl Foir I Datariorolcd I Ruins l-l Uncxpoecd
(Chsck One)

fr Alrcrcd I-'l Unoltcrcd

(Chack One)

SMovcd fl Originol Sitc

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (it known) FHYSICAL APPEARANCE
te VaLLev Chapel" . 580

This board and batten, steeP roofed bullding l,\tas erected ln L8Z9-as a
chapel. It was a simpLe strucLure, small in size and with a steePle.
Slnce its building, the chapeL has been enlarged with Lhe addiLion of
rear rooms. It is now L-shaped. IL was noved from its original site at
the beginning of the Four l'lile Trail in 190]-to its present Locationr and
at that time it was apparentLy plaeed on-? stone foundation. Around L965

this foundation nas raised about 3 feet to its Present height. The
buiLding contains Lr47O square feet.

Ttre chapeL, which seats 250, was sponsored bf'the Cblifornia State Sunday
School Assoclatlon and buiLt at a cost of three to four thousand doLlars.
ftrnds were raised by voLuntary donation from children and Prominent menbers

Francigco, made and presented
lhompson of San Franciscd.

of the Association.

Mr. Cbetlff--@ft!9s, a leading architect
t'Fplans. iThe building was erdcted by
in the strlffner of L879.

of San

The organ rrras donated in menrory of Miss Florence Hutchings, the first white
chiLd born in Yoseurite, who died Septernber 22' L88L.

Ihe chapeL was escabLished for the free use of persons of every faith and
has been in continuous use since its dedication.

Boundary:

Begin ar Benchrnaxk 3965 (sOOt S1,I of Sentinel Brldge) travel 2000
foi 400" then 3020 fol 100r, then 32o for L00" then 32o for L00r, then
ie2o ror'toot then 2120 for ioo'.

Significance: 2nd Order

Aereage: 1.0 acre

Recommended treatment: Preservation

preli:ninary cost estimate for above: When accompLlshed, the lllstori.c Res
for Yosenite NationaL Park may indicate the nedd for a llistoric Structure
PreservatLon Guide for the Yosenlte Valley Chapel.
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PERtoD (Chack One ot Motc ae epproprlaro)

I Prc.Columbion E l6th Ccniury n lSrh Ccntury n 20$ Ccntury

f] lsih Century : El lTth Cantury . EA l9ih Ccntury ,

sPEcrFf c DATE(s, (It Appltcabl€ and Known)

AREA3 oF stGNlFlcANcE (Cfteck Onc o?Mor€ as Apptopilatc) i'": ,' i ) ' t : i.l i 'i ,'
Aboriginol f] Educotion fI Poliricol f] Urbon Plonning

E Pr.historic I Engincoring E Rcligion/Phi. I Othcr Gpacfty)
F-l Hisrorie [-l Indusrry

f] Agriculturc l-l lnvention

fr Architecturc l-l Londreopc [-] Seulprurc

n Arr Architcctun I Socicl/Humon.

l--1 Commcrcc l--'l Litcroturc itoriqn
'f-l Communicotlons f-T Mtlitory

E Conccrvotlon l-T Music

STATEMENT OF sIGNIFICANCE 2nd 0rder

Ihis chapel, norf, the oldest buildtng ln YosemLte, was erected Ln L879 as a
chapel and has been used as 6uch since that time. It is stiLL used for
church services on Sunday.

Ihq si-urple architectural design.af the strugture represents a,parlicuLarly
fine example of the early chapels constructed in the Sierra Nevada Mountains
and is well preserved.
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1. Alfred Glassr "Brtef History of the Village Chapelr"
Yoseroite Natu-re Notes, V. )O(IV, No. L2 (Dec. L945)

2, In the tleart of the Sierras,
J. M. llutchings' L886

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFIN1N6 A RECTANGLE.LOCAT]NG -THE PFIOPERTY o

R

LATITUOE AND LON6ITUOE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS IHAN IEN ACRES

CORNER LATI TUDE LONGI TUOE LATITUDE LONGI TUOE

Ntl/

NE

SE

sw

DcArgcs Minutcg Sccondr
Ot

.o

Ot
,

Or

DcArccs Minuicr Sccondc DcArccr Mlnut.! Sccondr

37' 44', 28"
DcArccs Minufcr Sccondc

L190 35', 28"

APPRoXIMATE AcREAcE oF NoMINATED PRoFERTY! (Ulalt!t VIJt -21-l-i?i'--
LIBT aLL srATEs aNo couNTrEs FoR FF.opERTIEs ovERLApprNG srarE oa Crf.fut\ (rr\
stA TEI

CaLl.fornia
CODE OUNYY: /ryr., A €, -. i, \

uaxipoa$ tltCfiVf tl 't,i -\
CODE

uo u45
9TA TEI cooE COUN TY I (\i/ *,-.' + 2,W \-'!

-r I-t
CODE

STA TE: CODE couNrY: g\ ;Jfdl8l3i ,'',-'
CODE

3TA TE: cooE ouNrY: 
&'^rrru*a-ft'

CODE

NAME ANO TITLE:

F- Roes llolland. Jr.' Historian
DATE3

October L97L
BUSINESS ADDRESS!

HHA. WSC. NPS
STREET ANO NUMEER:

450 Golden Gate Avenue
FHONE;

CITY OR TOWN:

Sqrr Trr.enc-'l se,o- Ca

gTA TE

Californla
cooE

ENo
l-l None

S tate L I al aon .Otti cet S t ltna lutc

In compliance with Exccutive Order 1l hereby

ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90

days in which to present tbe nomioation to the State Re'
viele Board and to evEluate its significance. The recom-

mendefilevel of significance is l--l National [SState
A\er'a\ ,a7l ^ C,' - ,/ -t,l

I hereby ccttify that this property is included in the

National Register.

^ +il Qurr ull"
AssocLate Dlrector, Profesglonal

Date

servlces 
nio 1?1gtg

ATTEST:
.t tl

.''l / I n/tln-"&liletal Fgpte.cn,atlve Sl6rl.atuca Date

WRegtorf
onar t':r;fl"oo. ,roor,apn Pa-rru

Kaepet ot Ths l{fiional RcCrsr€r '
/-.o^,, {L ' I / ' ) 3
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